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REPORFT OI' THE CIVIL AERCIIAUTICS BOAERD
ocn the
Investigaticon of a Mid-Air Collision Between Two
Local Instructoon Flights

A md-air collision thich occurred at Cedar City iirport, Cedar City,
Utah, at approximately 8:35 a.m. on August 27, 1943, resulted in sericus
injuries to Instructor Ieland Theodore Cook and his student, Lobert R.
Chrastian, in aircraflt UC 37319, and minor injuries to Insuructor lNorman
Miller Atkin and has student, Raymond T. Adamowitz, flying I'C 373216. In-
structor Cook held a cormercial pilot certificate with single-engine land,
0-8C h.p., and flight instructor ratings. He had flown approximately
163 solo hours, all in the type aircraft involvgd. Christian, a ar Trair-
ing Service trainee, was receiving his fifth lewson at the time of the
accident. Instructor Atkin held a cormercial pilct certificate 1ath single-
engine land, 0-80 h.p., and flight instructor ratings. He had accurmlated
approxamately 517 hours of solo flignt faime, all an the type aircrait in-
volved. Student Adamowitz, a Viar Treain.rg Service itrainee, was receiving
his second lesson at the tire of the accident. Instructors Cook and Atkin
occupred the rear seats of the aircraft anvolved. The two aircraft, Inter-
state Cadets, llodel $5-14, were demolisaed, They were owned by the Defense
Plant Corporation, Viashington, I.C. and uere being operated by the South
Jtah Flying Service in the ‘Jar Training Service program.

Instructor Cook and Student Christian, returning to lond at the Ceaar
City Airport, entered arnd followed the trariic pattern, according to regu-
lations, and about one-.aalf wayr wown on e cownwind leg headed 1n a south-
erly darection. Instructor Atlkan and Sludent rdamowitz, after practicing
elementary maneuvers, had returned to the subject airport and were engaged
in take-off and landing practice. They were in the pattern behind Cook,
about one-quarter way down the downwind leg, also heading in a southerly
direction. A third plane, flying at the sane altaitude and piloted by In-
structor Raymond Duerksen, entered the patiern just in Iront of Atkin and
headed i1n the same directron. In an apparesnt effort to cut off Duerksen,
Atkin cut his fturn short about 500 feev belore reaching the prescribed
turning point in the pattern from the domwina leg onte the base leg.
Meanwhile, Cook, 1n the lead, had rade his turn from the devmuind leg and
was flying the base leg well ahead of Duerksen, who "/as stall on the dowmn-
wind leg. Atkin continued, headirg east inside the base leg, and then
entered a shallow gliding left turn onto his approach leg. At an altatude
of approxamately 150 feet his flight path converged watn that of Cock, whe
meanwhale had followed the proper base leg path, made nis apnroach turn and
was glidang in a straight course on the approach leg preparing to land A
cellision folloved and the two planes interlocked and fell together to the
ground, {See sketch, Page 2.) Ducrksen continuca his flight on the regular
pattern and landed his axirplane.

Investigation revealed that Duerksen entered the traffic pattern be-
tween Cook and ptkan irath less than the 500 feet horaizontal spacing pre-
scribed by regulalions. Hg stated that he inecreased his speed as he
"realized that the distance of 500 feet that must be mzintained was approach-
ing the border line" and that his cistance aheaa of Atkin “maght have been
less than 500 feet, or approximately 400 feet." atkin stated to the investi-
gator for the Board that he bescame very ruch irritatcd when Duerksen entered
the pattern '"just zhead" of him, end 1n his wraitten statement concernang the
accident he estimated the distance at 200 feet, He also stated that he made
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his turn from the dowmwaind leg onto tne base leg at what he termed '"my
usual turning place," vhile 2ll of the students and instructors at the air-
port who viere questironed irere clear in their understanding that the pre-
scribed ground mark for this turn vas a vell-aefirned haystack about 500 fest
beyond the point where Atkin turned. According to the assistant chief piloet
of the operation, who witnessed the flights involved and the actual celli-
sion, nzither asreraft rad. anr atterpt to altcr 2ts coursce before .moact m
the air, vhich would indicate that the pilots failed to observe each other.

The weather was clear and unlamted ~rith a gentle north wand and did
not contribute to thc acecidert, cxcert for the possibility that the bright
morning sun riight have had a2 sormehat plina.ng effect on Atkin while he was
flying in an easterly directior on the basz leg. However, Atkin stated that
the sun d:d not bother him.

From tne evidence 1t 1s apparcmt that vhile Ducrkscn crred in ontering
the trefiic pattern ahcad of an approacning plane ander the prescribed
horizontal distance of spacing, thera can be no justificaticn for Atkin's
dzsregard of local airport and Cival Alr Rogulataons in delaberately passing
Ducrksen cn the left by turning onto the Lase lug so short that he allowed
hamself luss than the regulation 1000-foot strezipnt-in approach for a land-
1ng. The collision occurrcd approxarately 500 feet from the approach cnd
of the runway and Atkan was making nis approach turn at the time.

Altheough Pilot Cook had ¥ne rignil-oi-way, he vas lax in his failure
to obscrve and aveid the aireraft vhosc flight path was converging with his
own. While the action ¢ Pilot Ducrkscn vas uncoubtealy & centraibuting face
tor, the prchable cause of the zcerdent cas thnw poor and hasty judgnent of
Atkin, who, 1n addition to shortening anc altering s flight path fron
that prescrabed, £lco failed to obscrve and svord a landang arreraft which
was on coursc and nad the right-of—rey.

BY THD BO=RD

/o/ Treo A. Toorbs
Secratary




